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Key Facts

 Established in 2006

 We are Australia’s ONLY Analytics and Investment data business 
that covers ALL asset classes. 

 Privately owned – not affiliated with any large institution

 Over 90 advice groups and platforms formally recognise
SQM’s Qualitative fund Ratings

 All major administration platforms recognise SQM Ratings

 Single largest Researcher/rater of Managed accounts

 Data on over 10,000 funds and all ASX 200 Stocks covered
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Asset Class Liquidity Return profile Volatility
Direct Precious Metal Funds Medium Medium Medium

Precious Metals ETFs High Medium Medium

Hybrid Unlisted Property Minimal Medium Medium

Direct Property Illiquid Medium Low

Private Equity Illiquid High High

Private Debt Low Medium Low

Long/Short Equities High High High

Mortgage trusts Low Medium Low

Agriculture Low Medium/high High

Multi Asset Derivatives Medium/High High High

Multi Asset Feeder Funds Medium Medium Medium

Crypto Funds Medium High High



© 2023 SQM Research. All rights reserved. Confidential. www.sqmresearch.com.au 4

Key points

Liquidity 

o Liquidity often can be on a fund-by-fund basis. 

o Some funds may presume to have liquidity based on asset class but can end up with lower liquidity

o Watch for hybrid orientated funds. We have seen funds freeze even when advertising ‘80% liquidity’.

o Funds classed as Illiquid often have longer term liquidity windows. Be sure you understand the exit 

strategy.  

Return Profile

o Once again, return profile can vary depending on individual fund strategy.

o There are low return/low risk mortgage funds and vice versa depending on loans invested.

Volatility 

o Be wary of low liquidity funds masquerading as low volatility funds. That maybe the case on a day-to-

day basis, simply because no unit price can be calculated and traded. 

o Be sure underlying assets are independently valued. Direct property should be minimum annual. Other 

assets may be required to be valued more frequently.
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Disclaimer

SQM Research is an investment research firm that undertakes research on 

investment products exclusively for its wholesale clients, utilising a proprietary review 

system. Information contained in this presentation attributable to SQM Research 

must not be used to make an investment decision. The SQM Research review is valid 

at the time the presentation was issued, however it may change at any time. While 

the information contained in the presentation is believed to be reliable, its 

completeness and accuracy is not guaranteed. The SQM Research review system is 

of a general nature and does not take into account the particular circumstances or 

needs. You should consult a licensed financial adviser before making an investment 

decision in relation to this presentation.
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For more information about our ratings, Planner subscriptions and market 
insights, please visit

www.sqmresearch.com.au
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